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GUILFORD MARSH: A Vital Natural 


Resource 


‘On duly. 15th, for the sixth 
time, the State Water Resources 
Commission again tabled any de- 
cision on the application of 
Mr. Floyd 8. Hunter to dredge 
and fill marshland in the East 
River in Guilford. The Water 
Resources Commission will meet 
next on the third Monday Glu: 
August. 


Conservationists in many 
groups continue to be concerned 
with*efforts to save this. vital 
and significant section of our 
dwindling coastal salt marshes. 

A publication by the Connecticut 
Conservation Association (a copy 
of which is enclosed herewith) 
presents the story. of. this agai 
quite’ clearly. 


Certainly the more expressions 
of individual concern on this | 
uatter received by Governor John. 
Dempsey, Commission Joseph Gill 
and Mr, John Curry, the more. 
likely the decision of the Water 
Resources Commission will reflect 


the greatest good for. the. greatest 


number, 
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NATURAL AREAS AND OVERPOPULATION | 


What role The Nature Conservancy? 


An increasing number of people 
recognize that already the world 
is overpopulated and that programs 
of depopulation are overdue. This 
article considers what role, if 
any, national conservation organi- 
zations, such as The Nature Con- 


servancy,. should play in this area. 


Few,..if any, Conservancy mem- 


- bers would support our. organization 


actively participating in programs 


. or even spending tightly budgeted 


funds on programs devoted primarily 
to population control. Short of | 
active participation in such pro- 
grams, the question remains of what 
policy-position The Nature Conser- 
vancy can properly and effectively 
adopt. fal 


To date, so far as is known, | 
neither The Nature Conservancy ~ 
nationally, nor any of its chap- 
ters has:made any policy statement. 
There are some who favor continua- 
tion of this absence of any policy. 
Such persons are motivated, no 


doubt, by a variety of reasons. 


(cont, on page 2) 
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(cont. from page 1) 


Some may favor silence in the be- 
lief that reproduction of homo 
sapiens is a highly personal 
matter and not one of public con- 
servation concern, Others may 
honestly believe that any acti- 
vity outside The Nature Conser- 
vancy's expressed basic purpose 
of preserving living museums, 
ete. will result in a prolifera- 
tion of effort which will pro- 
cuce an all-over harmful effect. 


Some presons have remarked that 
although they understand and agree 
fully in the need for population 
control programs in order to pre- 
serve high quality environmental 
conditions, they still believe 
that an organization such as The 
Nature Conservancy should con- 
centrate exclusively upon what 
it does best, ie. preserving 
and managing more and more 
natural areas. 


Our Connecticut Chapter is 
currently considering a proposal 
which would place a resolution on 
this subject before the forth- 
coming National Conference of 
the Conservancy on Long Island 
in August. The proposal does 
NOT call for participation in 
any action program or the expendi- 
ture of any funds. The. propo- 
sal is to adopt a resolution 
recognizing the problems which 
increased human population den- 
Sities are making to existing 
natural areas and will cause to 
the efforts to acquire new na- 
tural areas. The resolution, 
as proposed, would also call 
upon all organizations in our 
society (educational, spiritual, 
governmental, etc.) to consider 


(cont. next column) 


SEE YOU ALL AT 
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
NATIONAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
AUGUST 23rd-25th 
ON LONG ISLAND 


GLASTONBURY SUB-CHAPTER ELECTS 


The annual meeting of the 


Glastonbury Sub-chapter was held 


at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Dana 
Waring on May 19th. New officers 
were elected as follows: 


President - Mr. Dana Waring 
Vice Pres. ~ Mr. Ross Powell 
Secretary ~ Mr. Raymond Clark 
Treasurer - Mr, John M. Finney 


Following the meeting the group 
made a field trip to the Addison 
Bog - a most interesting 6.6 acre 
project in Glastonbury. 


NATURAL AREAS ... 

or reconsider what their proper 
role should be upon the matter of 
overpopulation, 


The Executive Committee of the 


Connecticut Chapter at its meeting 


in early August will decide what . 
position, if any, it will take upon 
this matter. There has been some 
discussion that the Connecticut 
Chapter might favor a substitute 
resolution which would call upon — 
national conservation organizations, 
such as TNC, to meet together to 
discuss overpopulation. 


Connecticut Chapter members are 
urged to communicate their thoughts 
to any trustee or 6fficer on the 
Executive Committee. Persons at- 
tending the National Conference in 
August will be able to participate 
in the decision-making process of 
what position, if any, The Nature 
Conservancy should take upon over- 
population in 1968, 


enamine ee 


a ae 


BARRETT PRESERVE PROTECTED © 


Vigilance against aerial spraying 


This Spring, the Town of Led- 
yard in Southeastern Connecticut 
held a Town Meeting to decide . 
whether or not to apply chemical 
poisons from the air to control a 
gypsy moth infestation in some © 
4,000 acres, including the 50 or 
so acres of the Conservancy's 
Barrett Preserve. — . 


Representatives of the Con- 
servancy and the Connecticut Con- 
servation Association appeared at 
the meeting and stressed the im- 


portance of leaving nature to its 


own course in Natural Areas and 
the substantial, harmful, unavoi- 
dable side effects from any acsrial 


chemical poison spray program upon. 
wildlife and probably human living | 


conditions as well. 


It is with pleasure that we 


can report that when the tally was | 


in the townsfolk vetoed the pro- 
posal to aerial spray chemical 
poisons by a vote of 230 to 161. 
This victory, for conservationists 
who have struggled long and hard 
te educate the public to the dan- 
gers of chemical poisons spread 
broadcast from the air, was par- 
ticularly significant. It was 
significant because the pro- 
spraying forces had come up with 

a new chemical poison - Dylox, 
Assurances of harmlessness and 
admonitions to trust our "skilled" 
state officials fell upon ears of 
people who acted more cautiously 
and wisely than was the case so 
often in yesteryear. 


It is hoped that in our small 
state of Connecticut (only some 50 
x 100 miles) that aerial chemical 
poison application in any attempt 
to control nuisance insects, such 
as the gypsy moth, will soon be 
only an unpleasant memory. When 


(cont. next column) 


SPRING FIELD DAY AT POND MOUNTAIN 


‘Spring Field Day at Pond Moun- 
tain Natural Area in Kent was a 
delightful event in reid HAY for 


all who attended.. 


- This ‘lovely 722-acre ek. 
which has conservation reverter 
rights to the Conservancy, in- 
cludes a variety of features from 
mountain side, through SATANERES 
to its large pond. 


Tt was the gift and dedication 
of Miss Myra Hopson who made possi- 
ble the Pond Mountain Trust into 
whose care this tract has been 
placed. 


At the Field Meeting a letter 
bestowing a life membership in TNC 
on Miss Hopson was presented and 
stated further "this unusual honor 
is in recognition of your contri- 
bution to the people of the State 
of Connecticut of one of’ ‘the finest 
mountain areas in eastern. ‘United 
States, But it come to you as well 
as a result of the great affection 
in which you are held by your asso- 
ciates in the Conservancy." 


Trails have now been esta- 
blished through the volunteer ef- 
forts of a committee from the Sierna 
Club. 


BARRETT PRESERVE ..e.: 


public health is. endangered or 
when our State Forester indicates 
that the economic value of our fo- 
rests are endangered, then will be 
soon enough to consider aerial ap- 
plication of chemical poisons - 
and, even in those cases, it would 
seem proper to eliminate such areas 
as Natural Areas, Wildlife Sanc- 
tuaries and the like, unless the 
likely danger to the public is sub- 
stantial and agreed to by all, or 
nearly all, private as well as 
governmental scientists. 
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BOOK REVIEW: "THE POPULATION BOMB". 


Dr. Paul R. Ehrlich, a pro- 
fessor of biology at Stanford 


University in California, in this _— 


book sets out clearly the problems 
which human overpopulation is al- 
ready causing to millions of human 
beings, This 224-page paperback 
is published by Ballantine Books, 
Inc, (July 1968 - $.95) in coopera- 
tion with the Sierra Club. The 
book stresses the urgency of 1968 
conditions now on the. individual, 
community, national and interna 
tional levels. Hy 


In a short, but forthright, — 
Foreword, David Brower, Executive 
Director of the Sierra Club, de- 
monstrates again the qualities 
which entitle him to be one of 
the outstanding conservationists 
of our times. Mr, Brower points 
out that what in the fifties has 
seemed heretical is not now so 
considered. '‘'Growth' has been 
questionned and DNA is now openly 
discussed as being more important 
than GNP. Mr. Brower ends the 
Foreword with the hope that the 
future will be one more and more 
desirable, not just more and more 
crowded, 


Dr. Ehrlich quotes Mr. David 
B. Luten from the Sierra Club. 
Bulletin that "... an organiza- 
tion cannot have a conservation 
policy without having a population 
policy." 


Ehrlich urges letter writing 
to political office-holders and 
also more novel pressure techniques 
Such as the suggestion that readers 
“request that any publication they | 
address stop carrying any adver- 
tising implying by statement or in- 
ference. that it is socially accep- 
table to have more than two children," 


For those who have already re- 
cognized: the problems caused by 
overpopulation, Ehrlich's book 
Serves as an excellent source book 
bringing together within its covers 
many significant statistics as well 
as an excellent bibliography. For 
those who wonder why all the excite-—_ 
ment about overpopulation, this book 
Should not only explain fully why 
all the concern, but may as well 
make neutralists into ardent 
apostles for depopulation, 
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The Editor invites any comments concerning, 
or articles for, the Chapter Newsletter. 


